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Many students of mathematics are aware of the controversy between Isaac Newton and Gottfried  Wilhem Leibniz over which of them was the first to “discover" the Calculus. 
For many years in  the early eighteenth century, followers of Newton and Leibniz disputed bitterly over the priority issue. 
However, historians today are convinced that each man deserves credit as an independent

“discoverer".

What is less well known is the 275 year long feud between the families of Brook Taylor (1685 - 1731) and Johann Bernoulli (1667 - 1748), only recently ended.

Brook Taylor (yes, he of “Taylor Series" fame) was an English mathematician deeply committed to the cause of Newton.
Bernoulli, equally committed to Leibniz, was a Swiss mathematician who

greatly developed Leibniz' techniques 

(which proved far superior to Newton's and are those common today)
and was responsible for the first textbook in Calculus: L'Hospital's Analyse des Inniment Petits, 1696.   (“L'Hospital's" ? Yes, but that's another story!)
It appears that Taylor and Bernoulli began their own dispute in 1715, when Taylor published  results in England which had already been discovered on the Continent by Leibniz and Bernoulli.
(Historians have since shown that Taylor was not guilty of plagiarism, but only of having failed  to keep up on the literature from the Continent.)
The French probabilist, Pierre Remond de Montmort, apparently the Jimmy Carter of his day, tried very hard, but in vain, to patch things up between Taylor and Bernoulli.
But, not to worry. About 8 years ago, on July 7, 1990, Francois de Montmort, a descendant

of Pierre, played host, at the de Montmort ancestral ch^ateau in Champagne, to descendants of  Bernoulliand Taylor: Rene Bernoulli of Basel, Switzerland, and Chalmers Trench of Slane, Ireland.

After toasting each other with champagne (in Champagne), the two journeyed to the front lawn of  the ch^ateau with a shovel in tow. 
There they solemnly dug a hole (would I lie?) and successfully

buried a hatchet (I kid you not) which had been provided by an American historian of science. The feud is now officially over.

For homework:

Giuseppe Peano (1858 - 1932) and Vito Volterra (1860 - 1940) were Ital-

ian mathematicians who also had a few misunderstandings along the way. Assuming that their

descendants tried to patch things up in, say, Asti, Italy, what would they use as a toast?
